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Account of René Goupil (donné), by Father Isaac
Jogues.

ENE Goupil was a native of Anjou, who, in
R the bloom of his youth, urgently requested to
be received into our Novitiate at Paris, where
he remained some months with much edification.
His bodily indispositions having taken from him the
happiness of consecrating himself to God in holy
Religion,—for which he had a strong desire,—he
journeyed, when his health improved, to New France,
in order to serve the society there, since he had not
had the blessing of giving himself to it in old France.
And, in order to do nothing in his own right,—al-
though he was fully master of his own actions,—he
totally submitted himself to the guidance of the
superior of the Mission, who employed him two
whole years in the meanest offices about the house,
in which he acquitted himself with great humility
and Charity. He was also given the care of nursing
the sick and the wounded at the hospital, which he
did with as much skill —for he understood surgery
well—as with affection and love, continually seeing
Our Lord in their persons. He left so sweet an odor
of his goodness and his other virtues in that place,
that his memory is still blessed there.

When we came down from the Hurons in July,
1642, we asked Reverend Father Vimont to let us
take him with us, because the Hurons had great
need of a Surgeon; he granted our request.



